PRESTON

Homes

= and

Families

Sponsored by the Preston Historical Society, Inc.




Infroduction

In an everchanging world it is satisfying to find that some values are
timeless. So it is with our colonial dwellings. A well-designed and well-built
early American home is a thing of joy; sturdy, well-proportioned, livable and with
real dignity.

Preston is a town of small homes with no mansions and no big estates,
but it has its quota of very early dwellings. Too many of these dwellings have
already disappeared. It is our purpose to present such details as will record
ones that are still left, as well as a few that are gone but still remembered. Few
details of these structures will be presented here, for in general the style and
architecture vary little. But because these homes were built by craftsmen, each
dwelling has its own individual details. Our intent is to note some of these dif-
ferences.

Most of the houses presented are of the early central chimney type. The
house plan varies little: a huge central chimney, usually of stone because it was
so plentiful here, with the front entrance on the south. Here is a small hall with
the front stairs built against one side of the chimney. There is a large front
room on either side of the hall. The kitchen or keeping room is a long room on
the north with the borning room on one end and the buttery on the other. The
second floor is laid out in like manner.

Many of these houses started as a one-room, two-room or four-room
house, with additional space added later. In practically every instance much has
been done through the years to make these dwellings conform to the needs of
each succeeding generation. That is why we like cellars and attics; they retain
many of the original characteristics.

In this little book we are trying to include a bit about the background of
the land, a bit about the early owners if they had a significant part in the life of
the town and a hit about the house itself. Each place has been carefully chosen
for, first, we wished to represent as many of Preston’s earliest families as possi-
ble; then we wished to include interesting items of town history; and lastly, we
wished to include a variety of dwellings.

We wish to acknowledge the valuable assistance of Mr. Edwin A. Park,
without whose aid and advice the dates of many of these houses could not have
been approximated. The assistance and constant encouragement of Sidney Hall,
Mrs. Park, and Mrs. Joyce Steffenson are deeply appreciated. And above all, we
appreciate the truly wonderful cooperation of the owners of those old houses who
so generously allowed us to study their homes, to examine them from attic to cel-
lar, and without whose assistance this book could not have been presented.
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