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It is with mixed emotions 
that I write my final article as 
Preston First Selectman.  The 
past twenty-four years have 
flown by during which it has 
been an honor and a privi-
lege to have served as your 
First Selectman.  I want to 
thank the residents of Pres-
ton for providing me this 
opportunity.  I could nev-
er have done it without the 
help and guidance of the 
other Selectmen over the 

years - Tom Maurer, Jerry Garbarek, Christina Grego-
ry, Merrill Gerber, Tim Bowles and most recently Mike 
Sinko and Lynwood Crary.  I have also had the privi-
lege to work with many very talented and dedicated 
employees, elected officials and, especially, two out-
standing administrative assistants – Donna Kopetz and 
Nancy Musa.  

Much has been accomplished during the last twen-
ty-four years.  We have addressed issues such as an-
nexation, water rights, building a new school and man-

aging a major environmental spill at one of our schools.  
One of the things I am most proud of is the courage 
Preston residents demonstrated when the decision was 
made to take on the purchase and remediation of the 
former Norwich State Hospital.  Seventeen dedicated 
and talented residents have volunteered their time and 
talents to serve on the Preston Redevelopment Agency.  
These individuals have spent thousands of hours solic-
iting State and Federal grants to pay for the remedia-
tion and have managed over twenty-five million dollars 
of remediation work completed at the site.  The PRA 
also negotiated a development agreement with the 
Mohegan Tribe that will provide diversity and growth 
of our grand list for years to come.  

The November election will choose new leadership not 
only for First Selectman and Selectmen but for many 
Boards and Commissions.  These new leaders will need 
all our help and support as they find their way.  Please 
get involved sharing your ideas and suggestions con-
structively and with civility.  We have a great commu-
nity filled with great people.  Let’s continue to make it 
better.

Thank you. 

From the Desk of the First Selectman 
by First Selectman Bob Congdon

Thank You Bob Congdon For Your Years of Hard Work, and Dedication To Our Town!

Trivia Night!
To benefit the Restoration of Long Society Meetinghouse

	 Join the Preston Historical Society as they hold a Trivia night on Saturday Nov. 9 at 
6 pm at the Poquetanuck Firehouse, 87 Route 2A, Preston. Trivia will encompass a variety of 

themes, including a category for local history.  Great for all ages. BYO refreshments & finger food. 
There will be prizes and raffles. Tickets are $10 per person. Please send checks to: 

Mark Christensen, PHS, 15 Amos Road, Preston 06365.  
Or call Pat at 860-889-2772 or Linda 860-887-5828.  
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Preston School District
Roy Seitsinger; Superintendent

We hope this message finds you well and enjoying 
early fall in southern New England.

The school year is off to a smooth start. We welcomed 
our students, staff, parents and families back from their 
summer break. We look forward to a great learning 
year! 

At this time, it is always a 
good practice to remind 
families and community 
members to have foul 
weather plans. The skies 
are unpredictable and 
it necessary, particular-
ly for young children to 
have a well-understood 
plan in place. 

During the summer 
many projects were completed. These projects could 
not have been accomplished without the forethought 
and vision of the leadership of the entire communi-
ty and the support of voters. Caring for town assets, 
including schools, is very important to the financial 
well-being of the community. 

As a reminder, the Preston Plains Middle School is now 
the official polling place for all major votes.

Despite our late budget approval, the district was 
ready to welcome our students on Wednesday, August 
28, 2019. Due to the delayed budget approval, we did 
have a few positions that were filled late. Our staffing is 
running tight and this has caused some necessary ad-
justments in school and bus scheduling. Our staff and 
families responded to these challenges with positive 
suggestions and mutual support.

In the fall, we begin our internal discussions about the 
next budget season (FY21!). Over these last few years, 
our transparent and detailed budget process has gen-
erated many improvements. During our process, we 
now systematically review the budget line-by-line and, 
after approval by the Board of Education, submit a 
trimmed-down budget to the Board of Finance (BoF). 

The BoF typically brings forward an approved district 
budget that has gone through their thorough review. 
For the FY 20 budget (this school year) it took three 

tries to achieve voter approval. It is our goal, through 
continuous improvement and open dialogue, to re-
duce extended referenda to help prevent operational 
obstacles such as late hires. The district is working dil-
igently toward creating or improving systems that are 
designed to assure a quality learning environment and 

smooth operations. It is 
our intention, that with 
our Strategic Plan, our 
new Technology Plan, 
our upcoming Buildings 
and Ground Plan, and 
our refreshed Capital 
Improvement Plan to 
improve long-term pre-
dictability.

During the winter 
months, we hold up-
wards of 15 public meet-

ings designed to examine and explain the budget. We 
welcome everyone to be part of the dialogue. As al-
ways, thank you to all the voters of Preston for their 
continued support of our district. As we all know, as 
the schools go, so goes the community.

There will be familiar priorities built into the FY 21 bud-
get process, (1) the needs of students and families will 
always drive our decision making. (2) We will continue 
to monitor student population and make specific bud-
get recommendations based on the data. (3) We will 
continue to look for public/private partnerships that 
will be important for our future success. (4) We will 
continue to assess and advocate for future safety and 
security updates. And, (5) we will improve instruction 
through such projects as the remodeling of the middle 
school science rooms. 

We are doing everything we can to prepare our stu-
dents to be ready to engage in the dynamic changes 
that the future will bring.

As a final note, our upcoming local elections will gen-
erate changes in leadership at several important town 
positions. We thank all those who are moving on to 
different periods of their lives and we wish all those 
entering new positions the very best.

Be safe and warm. Have a great Fall and a wonderful 
holiday season.
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LoPresti’s Farm
Native Tomatoes • Winter Squash
Mums! • Pumpkins! • Wreathes
Cemetery Boxes

Preston Redevelopment Agency
By Sean Nugent & Merrill Gerber

As the citizens of Preston are aware, the remediation 
clean up we’ve described in previous articles is cur-
rently on hold.  Working with our contractors, we have 
determined that additional funds are needed to com-
plete the clean-up to a residential standard requested 
by the Tribe.  The major contaminant requiring reme-
diation is spent ash/cinder materials from the former 
coal power plants that are now under roads, sidewalks, 
parking lots, grassy areas adjacent to the roads, and 
utility trenches.  We are currently in discussions with 
the State and the Tribe to find an agreeable path for-
ward to transfer ownership of the property to the Tribe.  
We will inform the citizens of Preston once that path 
has been identified.

Recently we have been asked about the cost of the 
clean up.  Our Vice-Chair and Funding Director, Jim 
Bell, has done a fabulous job raising money for this ef-
fort.  To date the PRA has raised $24.1 million of which 
$19.4 million is from the State, $2.2 million is from the 
EPA (Environmental Protection Agency), and $2.5 mil-
lion is from the Town of Preston (this includes our $2 
million dollar bond).  In addition, we have an approved 
State loan of $2 million; which we have not touched 
and will not until a positive path forward is found.  It 
is worthy to note a total of $35 million was requested.

On October 10th a Town Meeting was held at Pres-
ton Plains Memorial School seeking Town approval 
to amendent the Ordinance establishing the PRA in 
2009 to reduce the size of the PRA from a 10-mem-
bered agency to a 5-membered agency.  Over time the 
agency has seen a reduction from ten members to six 
members.  Over the years whenever someone resigned 
from the agency, we have been able to replace them 
with someone interested in serving.  This has not been 
the case since 2016 – where we were reduced to sev-

en members – even though we posted these openings 
in both the local newspapers and the Town web site.  
Also, by State Statute, a 10-membered agency requires 
six (6) members as a quorum both to conduct a formal 
meeting but also to take action on things such as ap-
proving minutes, approving expenditures, going into 
Executive Session, and so forth.  As we are currently at 
six members, we run the risk of not being able to con-
duct PRA business and have, in fact, experienced this 
recently. Our reduction to six members was the result 
of John Harris resigning due to the fact that he was re-
cently elected to the Mohegan Tribal Council.  In addi-
tion, it was always the PRA’s plan to request the BoS to 
reduce to a 5-membered agency following transfer of 
ownership to the Tribe.  These collective reasons led us 
to ask the current BoS to move forward with amending 
the current PRA Ordinance now.

Since we are taking about the PRA and its member-
ship size, we feel it is important We also to thank and 
acknowledge the residents who gave their time and 
expertise to this effort to move this project forward; 
specifically:  Kent Borner, Allyn Brown, Kerry Gentry, 
Merrill Gerber, Joe Biber, Sandy Ewing, Mike Clancy, 
Linda Riegel, Jim Bell, John Harris, Frank Ennis, Frank 
Matovic, Mike Lavoie, Bill Legler, Bill Cummings, and 
Andy Depta.  A special thank you and recognition goes 
out to both Bob Congdon (1st Selectman) and Roberta 
Charpentier (recorder) as both have provided valuable 
perspective, insights, and support from the beginning.
 
Should you have any questions, suggestions or com-
ments, please attend one of our meetings at Town Hall 
on the second or fourth Wednesday of each month or 
contact me (Sean Nugent) at 860-917-6567 or Merrill 
Gerber at 860-887-7169. 

Open 9 to 6 • Rte. 164 • Preston CT
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Layout and design by 
Tracy Lyn Designs, LLC 
in Preston CT.

To advertise in the next 
issue of the Preston Pipeline2 
please contact Tracy at: 
860-889-0238.

Email:
tracylyndesigns@comcast.net

The publisher reserves the right to accept 
or reject any and all advertising.

The publisher is not responsible for typo-
graphical errors and reserves the right to 
edit or delete information provided for 

space considerations.

Win a $25 Gift Certificate to 
Village Pizza!

How do you celebrate Halloween?
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

Email your answer to: tracylyndesigns@comcast.net 
or mail to: 

Tracy Lyn Designs, 211 Rte. 164  Preston, CT 06365

148 ROUTE 2, PRESTON, CT 06365
PHONE 860.889.1999 • FAX 860.383.2524
WWW.MATTERNSTEFONSURVEYORS.COM
SUSAN@MATTERNSTEFONSURVEYORS.COM

The “Upscale” Country 
Pizzeria & Grille

Route 165 • Fleming’s Center
Preston CT (860) 887-1930

Mama Mia!
It’s Soooo Good!

Gourmet Pizza
Calzones! 

Wraps! Wings!
Specialty Salads

Grinders
Pastrami!

Delicious Soups!
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Last time, we talked about hum-
mingbirds. This time, let’s see 
how our birds are getting ready 
for Fall and Winter.  

The hummingbirds have al-
ready left for their long flight to 
their wintering grounds in Cen-
tral America.  In our woods and 
field-edges, and certainly on the 
undisturbed Avalonia properties, 
the resident birds have managed 
another busy spring and sum-
mer, finding a mate and then do-
ing the full-time job of feeding 
both themselves AND a brood 
of always-hungry chicks.  So now 
their young are grown and the 
adults have finished their molt. 
Molting is the process by which 
some species lose some or all of 
their existing feathers and replace 
them with new ones. This late-summer process is dan-
gerous time for the birds, as they cannot fly, and thus 
are particularly vulnerable to predators. Tufted Titmice 
and Nuthatches are two local species which molt in late 
August. But by October and November that’s over, and 
the year-round residents are settling into their winter 
routines. 

Black-capped Chickadees are forming their winter 
flocks, starting to define their territories and visit the 
most productive feeding spots (like, say, that feed-
er full of sunflower seeds in your back yard). A flock 
has a defined membership of Chickadees (that is, few 
or no birds join or leave the flock during the winter).  
Interestingly, several other species can temporarily 
flock and feed with the Chickadees, including Downy 
Woodpeckers, Tufted Titmice, Brown Creepers and 
Nuthatches.  A flock is pretty quiet most of the time, 
giving out only soft “Tseet” calls to keep in touch.  If 
another flock intrudes on the territory, you’ll hear loud 
“Dee-Dee-Dee” calls or “Chickadeedee” calls. Once the 
intruding birds leaves, things quiet down again.  These 
flocks break up in April or May when the male birds 
become less tolerant of other birds being around, and 
start to lay out and defend their breeding territories. 
The Tufted Titmouse overwinters here in family flocks, 
consisting of the adults and the young from the previ-

ous breeding season. Titmice can 
occasionally be seen flocking with 
Chickadees in the winter.  The ju-
venile birds have two plumage 
differences from their parents: the 
young have a grey forehead patch 
(versus the black on the adults), 
and the tan/buff on the sides of 
their abdomen is much lighter in 
color than the adults. The winter 
territory for these family groups is 
about 15-20 acres. They keep in 
constant contact with each other 
by giving “Tseep” calls, and this ac-
tivity becomes greater at a feeder 
and in the spring, when the calls 
are nearly constant.  Males are 
dominant over females at feeders. 
The White Breasted Nuthatch is 
another common winter species 
here.  

These can be easily identified by their habit of moving 
headfirst down or around a tree trunk in short zig-zag-
gy spurts, and their plumage pattern of a white breast, 
grey sides, and a black covering atop their head which 
extends down the back of their neck. Nuthatches stay 
together as a pair all year, and generally in the same 
territory. They are among the first to start the mating 
rituals in the Spring (well, actually, winter: the male 
can start his courtship singing and behavioral displays 
in January!). Their winter territory ranges from 25-45 
acres; summer breeding territories are smaller.  

Unlike the Titmouse, the Nuthatch young do not spend 
the winter with their parents, but will often migrate. 
The parental pair stays in touch using soft “Ip” calls, 
although calls at feeders may be louder, and aimed at 
an intruding squirrel or chipmunk. Less so in the winter, 
but more often in the courtship and breeding season, 
Nuthatches are known for their mate-feeding behav-
ior. The male will grab a bit of food and run over and 
present it to the female. She will sometimes take it from 
his beak, or sometimes get him to put it down on the 
branch, from which she will retrieve it. This behavior 
stops once the eggs have hatched. Think of this be-
havior next time you see a bride and groom feed each 
other a piece of wedding cake. 

Notes from Avalonia Land Conservancy:  
Birds in the Fall

By Bob Chapin
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Troop 75 news: 

Recently Troop 75 
presented Peyton Prior 
his Eagle Scout award. 

Peyton, for his 
Eagle Project, built 
picnic Tables at the 

Preston City town hall.

Troop 75 life Scout Sean Hirt sponsored an 
American Red Cross Blood drive as his Eagle Scout    
service project. The blood drive was held on Friday 

Oct 11, 2019. Sean Goal was to have 25 pints 
of blood donated. Time for drive is 9:00 am til 6:00 

pm at the Poquetanuck fire house.
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Andersen Oil

860-464-7628

www.andersenoilcompany.com

Licensed & Insured

Delivering: Fuel Oil 
Kerosene • On and Off-Road Diesel

SAVE MONEY ON YOUR HEATING BILLS!
Offering: Budget Plans

Pricing Programs • Prebuys • Price Caps
Heating System Service & Installation

Lu-Macs
PACKAGE STORE

LOTTO! • 352 Rt 2 • Preston, CT

We are open 
Sundays 

10-5!

Warehouse Priced Wine, Beer and Liquors

Vodkas 
Scotches 

Gins Beers 
Whiskeys 

Wines

HOT BUTTERED RUM
2/3 cup packed dark brown sugar
1/2 cup (1 stick) unsalted butter, room 
temperature
1/4 cup honey
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/4 teaspoon ground nutmeg
1/8 teaspoon ground cloves
Pinch salt
3/4 cup spiced rum
2 cups boiling water
4 sticks cinnamon, for garnish

Using a mixer, beat the brown sug-
ar, butter, honey, cinnamon, nutmeg, 
cloves, and salt in a bowl until blended 
and smooth. Transfer the mixture to a 
4-cup (or larger) measuring cup. Add 
the rum and then 2 cups of boiling 
water. Stir until the butter mixture dis-
solves. Divide the buttered rum among 
4 mugs. Garnish with the cinnamon 
sticks and serve.
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Preston Historical Society

Preserving The Past for Future Generations

Harmony Library Company Ledger #2
     
        In the last edition of the Preston Pipeline, was shared the 
wonderful find of two ledgers regarding creation, organiza-
tion and meetings of the Book Company of South Preston. 
In 1801, a few of Preston’s residance created a library by the 
name of Harmony Library Company. The book collection was 
maintained at Oliver Crary, Esq. home. 
     The 2nd ledger begins Sept. 8, 1806 with their annual 
meeting. The notes are simple and short. The choosing of a 
modorator for the meeting, Mr. Joseph Tylor. The 2nd order 
is the choosing of directors for the coming year, Joseph Tylor, 
Robert S. Avery, Asa Gore, Giles C.  William W. Avery as Sec-
retary, John Morgan as Treasure and Oliver Crary as Librarian. 
     A quarterly meeting is held on Dec. 8th 1806 at Oliver 
Crary’s home. Penelity received from Capt. Jacob Meech for 
.20 cents. At the next quarterly meeting on March 9th 1807, 
Mr. Park and Joseph Tylor paid penaties of  .05 cents and .02 
cents respectively. I can’t help wonding how overdue Capt. 
Meech’s books were to have a penaty so steep. 
     For the years 1807 to 1810, only one entry per year showing 
the selection of officers for the coming year. There is avoid in 
entries for 18011-1814. The last entry is for Dec. 4th 1815. A 
specical meeting of the Harmony Library at the huse of Mr. 
Oliver Crary. The officers for the coming year are elected, with 
one notable change. Mr. Oliver Crary, Esq. is no longer the 
librarian. A position he has held from the orgin of the Har-
mony Library Company. Mr. Adin Cook is elected as the new 
librarian. Mr. Cook is directed to take charge of the book and 
belongings of the company and to remove them to his house 
before the next meeting.
     According to the book “Preston in Review. This was the 3rd 
attempt to create and maintane a library. I have been unable 
to find additional information regarding the dissolution of the 
library. Perhaps a decended of Adin Cook will someday an-
swer this mystery for us. 
    In an attempt to determine were “South Preston” was, I ref-
ered the the PHS book Early Homes and Families. Thankfully, 
I was able to find several of the officers of the Harmony Li-
brary Company homes in the book. South Preston was an area 
south of the center of Preston City. Their homes were dotted 
along what is currently Route 164 and abutting roads from the 
south end of Amos Rd. to the end of Route 164 and Route 2. 

Address-123 Parks. Rd., Preston, CT 06365
Email- prestoncthistoricalsociety@gmail.com
Website- www.preston-ct.org
Facebook- facebook.com/prestonhistoricalsocietyct/

On the Edge of History

Long Society Meeting 
House-We are wrapping up 
work on the Long Society 
Meeting House for this year.  
The structural improvement 
to the interior have been 
completed. The new steps 
and walk are installed and 
the new step railing will be 

installed shortly. As we take a momet to enjoy the completed 
work, we also are looking forward.  In the coming year, we hope 
to complete the renovation. The ceiling needs to be replaced and 
a fresh coat of paint on the interior walls, benches and floors. 
Thank you ver much to all who have supported the renovation.  
We could not have done it without help from many businees 
and people. LSMH Chairman-Mark Christensen, Flag Pole Chari-
man-Mike Clancy

Cultivating Cemeteries’-The cemeteries continue to be an im-
portant part of what we do. Fall is the perfect time for cleaning. 
Please check our Facebook page for dates and times.  

Digitizing Documents-The documents which have been digi-
tized are now available to search via https://ctcollections.org/ . 
There is still much work to be done. If you would like to help, 
please contact Chairman-Linda Christensen, Call 860-887-5828, 
or email at LindaCh5@comcast.net 

Events
Next Meeting-Dec. 5th @6:30 at the Preston Public Library
There will be a cookie swap. Please bring your favorite
Cookie to share!

1st Thanksgiving presented by Mary Brown of the Mayflower 
Society-Wed. Nov. 6th @ 6:30 at the Preston Public Library
Trivia Night-Sat. Nov. 11th@6pm at the Poquetanuck Fire House. 
Tickets are $10per person-B.Y.O.B. To purchase tickets please 
contact Pat Macek 889-2772 or Linda Christensen 887-5828

Annual Membership are now due.

Preston Historical Society Membership Application 2020
Name: ___________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________
Phone:  ___________________ E-mail: ______________________________
$10 – Senior/Student               $15 – Single membership
$20 – Family membership        $100 – Life Membership
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Preston Public Library
389 Route 2 (Across from Town Hall) Preston, CT 06365 • Phone 860.886.1010
Find us online! www.prestonlibrary.org • Email us: library@prestonlibrary.org

Hours: Monday 9-3 • Tuesday-Thursday 9-8 • Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-1

Library Board of Trustees: Katherine Allingham, Patricia Bell, Kelly Ennis-Davis, Ann Legler, Mary Jo Nugent       
Email: prestonlibraryboard@gmail.com

Holiday Hours & Closures:

Sat., Oct 12th through Mon., Oct 14th – Closed 
Sat., Nov 9th through Mon., Nov 11th – Closed 

Wednesday, Nov 27th Close at 1pm 
Thurs., Nov 28th through Sun., Dec 1st – Closed 

Tues., Dec 24th through Thurs., Dec 26th – Closed
Tuesday Dec 31st – Closed

Wednesday, Jan 1st 2020 – Closed
Saturday, Jan 18th 2020 through 

Monday, Jan 20th – Closed

For the safety of our staff and patrons, the library 
follows the inclement weather policy of the Preston 
Schools.  All cancellations are announced on WFSB 

channel 3. Thank you for your understanding.

SERVICES: 
Best Sellers/ Fiction & Non-fiction 

Books for all ages
Audio books-cassette/MP3/CD/Playaways

DVD    Interlibrary loan    Magazines
Audiobooks and E-books from RBdigital, also

E-books available from SimplyE
(There’s an App for that!) 

Online Catalog  •  Reading groups
Passes to area attractions • Reference services 

Computers for Internet Access 
(please check in at desk)

Wireless Access for Laptops, Cellphones, etc. 
(please check in at desk)

Preston Historical Society files
 

ON-LINE DATABASES: 
Consumer Reports w/ Cars

researchIT CT- free online resources
Encyclopedia Britannica

JobNow-Live, anytime, anywhere job assistance
LearningExpress- Learning Center free for 

Preston residents with library cards

Stop in and meet our new staff members!

DID YOU KNOW…  
You can renew your items online (one-time) using 

your account in the library catalog?

Getting ready to take the SAT, ACT, or ASVAB exam? 
Learning Express is available free to Preston Library patrons!  

Just go to www.prestonlibrary.org and scroll down. 
In the right hand column you will find the link for

Learning Express has up to date information for 
many exams – and can help you build various skills. 

Children’s Corner
 

 you know that there is a new story time for 3 to 5 year olds 
that meets on Mondays @ 11:30A?  It’s called Lunch & Listen. 

Children come with a caregiver and bring a lunch or snack. 
They listen to stories, eat and socialize, and then do a craft or 

create some art. If you are interested in bringing your little one, 
just call the library to register (860) 886-1010.

 

Do you have children younger than 3 or older than 5? Preston 
Public Library is hoping to expand the programs and services 

offered to all children. Please feel free to contact Amy via email 
@ childrensprestonlibrary@gmail.com with your requests and 
suggestions. We are open to community input, and will do our 

very best to meet the needs of Preston’s youngest citizens.

Remember:
You can find magic wherever you look.

 Sit back and relax, all you need is a book. 
~Dr. Seuss

The Library Board of Trustees is currently 
accepting applications for 2(two) vacancies. 

Please use Board email for further information.
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The Friends of The Preston Public Library
Margaret Gibson - Connecticut’s Poet Laureate

Join the Friends of the Preston Library as they welcome Preston resident, Margaret Gibson, Connecticut Poet Laureate.  Mar-
garet will be reading a selection of poems from books and new poems that have to do with Nature and the environment.  
Come and help us celebrate poetry.  Tuesday, October 29, 6:30 pm at the Preston Public Library, 389 Route 2, Preston.  Please 
call the library at 860-886-1010 to reserve a seat for this free program.

Friends of Preston Library & Preston Historical Society Present
Tellabration!  A Celebration of the Oral Tradition

Tellabration is a mammoth storytelling event - and that’s no Tall Tale! It’s a storytelling phenomenon, made up of dozens of 
storytelling happenings all over the world. Its purpose is to introduce adults, as well as children, to the pleasures of the oral 
art of storytelling.  It is one of the programs offered by The Connecticut Storytelling Center, based at Connecticut College 
in New London.

The Friends of the Preston Library and the Preston Historical Society will host a Tellabration for families on Sunday, Novem-
ber 10th at 1:00 p.m. at the Long Society Meetinghouse, 45 Long Society Road, Preston. For more information about this free 
program call 860-887-5828.  Carolyn Stearns will be performing. 

Carolyn’s performance will include a family version of the story of the Revolutionary War ship Confederacy, built in Preston 
on the Thames by Carolyn’s ancestors. To compliment that story she will perform “Black Sheep” - a story of a Revolutionary 
War uniform. Third in the program will be “The House Women Built,” an empowering tale of fortitude during the Revolution-
ary War. The final story is titled “Ox Drive” and rounds out the historical performance with a tale of how we honor history 
today.
A full listing of Tellabration sites in Connecticut with dates and times can be found by logging onto http://www.connstorycenter.
org. and clicking on “Tellabration”or by calling The Connecticut Storytelling Center at 860-439-2764.

Friends of the Preston Library Membership
Please indicate membership level for 2019-2020 and enclose a check payable to “Friends of the Preston 
Public Library” in the amount shown:

                                   ______  New Member                             _____  Renewal

            _____Senior (55+)                                                              $5.00 per year

            _____Individual Member                                                   $10.00 per year

            _____Family Membership                                                  $15.00 per year

            _____Business Membership                                               $25.00 per year

            _____Lifetime Membership                                               $100.00

Name (s) ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone____________________________E-mail________________________________________________________________

I am willing to help with: _______Book Sales ______Special events ______Library Volunteer

The Friends of the Preston Public Library is a registered 501C(3) organization
and all contributions are tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law.
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State Legislative Update 
By State Representative Mike France

October 1st marked the onset 
of millions of dollars in new tax 
and fee increases on some of 
our most-commonly consumed 
goods and services. These tax-
es, along with those that went 
into effect in July, were included 
in the Democrats’ state budget 
plan that passed in June, and 
will undoubtedly have a negative 
impact on families, seniors, and 
businesses in our community.

Digital Goods – The current tax on personal/non-business 
uses of digital goods of 1% will increase to 6.35%. This in-
crease applies to a myriad of online services, including – 
but not limited to – streaming (e.g., Netflix, Hulu), music 
(e.g., Spotify, Apple Music), eBooks, software downloads, 
and in-app purchases made on smartphones. Purchases of 
software (in a box, container, or on a CD; not downloaded 
online) for business purposes will also be taxed at 6.35%.
 
With an increased percentage of residents streaming and 
downloading their content (e.g., music, movies, smart-
phone apps), as opposed to watching on traditional cable 
television or listening on the radio, Democrats are taking 
advantage of those who are fleeing cable for lower cost 
options to create a new revenue stream.
 
Prepared Foods – The Department of Revenue Services 
(DRS) released an alarming policy statement in September 
stating that a Democrat-approved 7.35% tax would be ap-
plied to a long list of grocery items that have never been 
taxed before including cookies, juice, bagels, bagged veg-
etables, yogurt, rotisserie chickens, prepared “meals,” and 
much more. 
 
Due to massive outcry from the public, they have changed 
their interpretation of the tax on grocery items and pre-
pared meals in general.
 
The new policy announcement from DRS says that items 
currently being taxed in eating establishments (restaurants, 
grocery stores, etc.) will continue to be taxed after October 
1st, but no new items will be taxed. The only change being 
made is that the sales tax rate on already-taxed items will 
be increased from 6.35% to 7.35%, which is a tax increase 
of almost 16%. 
 
Ultimately, the language of the law remains unchanged – 
which still means the question as to what is taxable is open 
to interpretation. That was one reason that Republicans 
petitioned for a Special Session to fix the statutory lan-
guage to make the scope of taxation clear. What is current-
ly clear, however, is that the budget still raises taxes and 
puts many more new grocery store items at risk of being 
taxed in the future. 

Motor Vehicle Trade-In Fees – The current motor vehicle 
trade-in fee of $35 will increase to $100. Instead of be-
ing rewarded for trading in an old vehicle for a new, more 
efficient model, car buyers are being punished with a tax 
increase of over 285%. This tax hurts not only families who 
need to upgrade their vehicles, but also businesses that 
rely on fleets of vehicles to facilitate their everyday oper-
ations. 
 
Alcohol – The excise tax on all alcohol sales, except beer, 
will increase by 10%. This significant increase will be felt 
by consumers and package store owners, small and large, 
across the state.

Electronic Cigarettes – A new 40 cent per milliliter tax of 
e-cigarette liquid is being placed on wholesale vaping pur-
chases, or 10% of the wholesale sales price for other prod-
ucts. This tax is expected to raise $1.9 million this fiscal 
year and $2.5 million in the next fiscal year.
 
Short-Term Rentals – Websites that offer short-term rent-
als, like AirBNB, will be subject to a new 15% hotel tax. An 
anticipated $1.5 million will be collected from this tax in 
the current fiscal year and $2 million in the next fiscal year. 
Many of these large websites already pay a hotel tax, and 
have contributed millions of dollars to the state in recent 
years.

Four years ago, Governor Malloy proposed the 25% in-
crease in the hotel tax from 12% to 15% with a commit-
ment of $15 million to be dedicated to tourism; which 
lasted exactly one year. Now the new tax revenue of over 
$24 million per year almost exclusively goes to the General 
Fund while state tourism advertising suffers.

These new taxes are disappointing in the substantial neg-
ative effect they will have on our economy, which remains 
one of the worst in the country due to these and other 
flawed policies. Instead of reducing the size and scope of 
state government, the Legislature again took more money 
out of the pockets of hard-working residents. I will contin-
ue to represent your voice against new taxes and in favor 
of sustainable long-term policies, like reduced spending, 
to address our fiscal crisis.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding these – 
or other – issues, please reach out to me at Mike.France@
housegop.ct.gov or 1-800-842-1423.

I will be at the Preston Transfer Station (108 Ross Road) 
on Saturday, November 16th – stop by any time between 
9:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. for a one-on-one conversation! 
I would be happy to answer any of your questions con-
cerning the new taxes that went into effect October 1st 
or the upcoming 2020 Legislative Session.
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News From The
Preston City
Congregational Church
Two Can 
Food Pantry

Summer is over, and the PCCC Food 
Pantry is beginning to think ahead 
for the holidays. A BIG EVENT will take 
place this month...The SCOUTING FOR 
FOOD DRIVE! ...held every year by our town’s great 
Boy Scouts.Bag will be left at mail boxes on 
October 26, and will be picked up by the Scouts the 
next Saturday.This drive has really filled our shelves 
each year.

Thanksgiving is coming soon and we provide 
frozen turkeys and the “fixin’s” to our needy fami-
lies in November. You can keep this in mind if you 
contribute to the the Boy Scout Food Drive, or put 
items in pantry boxes placed in the churches and 
around town. We buy our potatoes from LoPres-
ti’s and they also contribute some squash. Items 
like gravy, cranberry sauce, and stuffing as well as 
canned vegetables are always welcome. 
Thank you in advance!

Where 
Friends 
Become 
Family

Preston City Congregational Church

321 Route 164 • Preston, CT
860.887.4647 or 860.886.7200

Reverend Stanley E. White, Minister

For more information, check out our website: 
prestoncitycongregational.org • Check us out on FACEBOOK!

Join Us This Sunday!
Two services of worship 

9 & 10:30 am

Ham & Bean Supper
Nov. 2,  4-6 pm  

Adults $10  Children $6 
(twelve and under)

Menu: ham & homemade baked beans, 
potato salad, coleslaw, rolls, homemade 

baked assorted pies, and beverage.
Purchase your tickets at the church, 

or reserve them (860.887.4647) 
Only 100 tickets will be sold!

Annual Church Bazaar
November 16, 9-2 pm

This is a community holiday favorite!

“Hockanum Valley 
Ringers” Concert
December 7, 4 pm 

in the Sanctuary. This group will pres-
ent a musical concert featuring 

five octaves of hand bells! The concert 
is free, however a “Free Will” offering 
will be received to support the HVR. 

Don’t miss this concert! 

Cookie Sale
December 21, 9-2 pm

in Dudek Hall. Come and purchase 
homemade cookies for the holidays. 
There will a variety of favorites avail-
able for purchase. We’ll box them for 
you! You can even enjoy a “Free”cup 

of coffee while enjoying your cookies. 
Why bake for the holidays? We’ll do it 

for you!

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
4 & 11 pm

Join us for this special afternoon and 
evening. All are welcome!

We have been in business for over 

15 years and we look forward to 

helping you with your 

heating and cooling needs!
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Protect Preston’s Future ... Vote!


